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What is Life Like for Anne and her Family at the Beginning of 
Hiding in the “Secret Annexe”? 

 
Saturday, 11 July, 1942 

 
DIRECTIONS: Read Anne Frank’s diary entry from Saturday July 11, 1942 and then answer the 
questions that follow. 
 
Dear Kitty, 
 
                Daddy, Mummy, and Margot can’t get used to the sound of the Westertoren clock yet, which 
tells us the time every quarter of an hour.  I can.  I loved it from the start, and especially in the night it’s 
like a faithful friend.  I expect you will be interested to hear what it feels to “disappear”; well, all I can 
say is that I don’t know myself yet.  I don’t think I shall ever feel really at home in this house, but that 
does not mean that I loathe it here, it is more like being on vacation in a very peculiar boardinghouse.  
Rather, a mad idea, perhaps, but that is how it strikes me.  The “Secret Annexe” is an ideal hiding place.  
Although it leans to one side and is damp, you’d never find such a comfortable hiding place anywhere in 
Amsterdam, no, perhaps even in the whole of Holland.  Our little room looked very bare at first with 
nothing on the walls, but thanks to Daddy who had brought my film-star collection and picture postcards 
on beforehand, and with the aid of past pot and brush, I have transformed the walls into one gigantic 
picture.  This makes it look much more cheerful, and, when the Van Daans come, we’ll get some wood 
from the attic, and make a few little cupboards for the walls and other odds and ends to make it look 
more lively. 
                 Margot and Mummy are a little bit better now.  Mummy felt well enough to cook some soup 
for the first time yesterday, but then forgot all about it, while she was downstairs talking, so the peas 
were burned to the cinder and utterly refused to leave the pan.  Mr. Koophius has brought me a book 
called Young People’s Annual.  The four of us went to the private office yesterday evening and turned 
on the radio.  I was so terribly frightened that someone might hear it that I simply begged Daddy to 
come upstairs with me.  Mummy understood how I felt and came too.  We are very nervous in other 
ways, too, that the neighbors might hear us or see something going on.  We made curtains straight away 
on the first day.  Really one can hardly call them curtains, they are just light, loose strips of material, all 
different shapes, quality, and pattern, which Daddy and I sewed together in a most unprofessional way.  
These works of art are fixed in position with drawing pins, not to come down until we emerge from 
here. 
                 There are some large business premises on the right of us, and on the left a furniture 
workshop; there is no one there after working hours but even so, sounds could travel through the walls.  
We have forbidden Margot to cough at night, although she has a bad cold, and make her swallow large 
doses of codeine.  I am looking forward to Tuesday when the Van Daans arrive; it will be much more 
fun and not so quiet.  It is the silence that frightens me so in the evenings and at night.  I wish like 
anything that one of our protectors could sleep here at night.  I can’t tell you how oppressive it is never 
be able to go outdoors, also I’m very afraid that we shall be discovered and be shot.  That is not exactly 
a pleasant prospect.  We have to whisper and tread lightly during the day, otherwise the people in the 
warehouse might hear us.   
 
                            Someone is calling me. 
 
                                                                 Yours, Anne 
 



What is Life Like for Anne and her Family at the Beginning of 
Hiding in the “Secret Annexe”? 

 
ENTRY – Saturday, 11 July, 1942 (5 days in hiding): 
 
DEFINITIONS: 

 Westertoren – A church down the street from the “Secrete Annexe”…the bell in 
the tower signals every quarter of an hour.  To Anne, it’s a faithful friend that 
reassures her everything is ok and normal. 

 loathe – to strongly dislike, hate 
 oppressive – uncomfortable, unnatural, distressing 

 
 
QUESTIONS:  Use COMPLETE, DETAILED sentences to answer the questions!! Use 
ANNE’s  EXACT words when necessary to answer the questions. 
 
(1) Why is Anne unable to tell Kitty what it’s like to “disappear”? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
(2) To what does Anne compare being in a “Secret Annexe”? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
(3) How does Anne make her room feel “cheerful” and more like home? Use specific 

details. 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
(4) A) What does Anne’s Mummy do while she is cooking? 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 
B) Why is this act especially dangerous in Anne’s situation? 

      ____________________________________________________________________ 
      ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
(5)When will the Van Daan’s arrive? 
      
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________(



(6) Explain what Anne means when she says, “I can’t tell you how oppressive it is to never 
go outdoors.”   
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
(7) If you were in Anne’s position, how would you feel about never being able to go 

outdoors? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
(8) At the end of the entry, Anne mentions being afraid.  What is she frightened about? 
     
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
(9) What precautions does Anne and her family take during the day in order to be quiet? 
 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 


